sicknees B ad darin g“ e mg
! ess he : ‘his Jong an
Leventful life, Mr. Robert: McLaughlin,

.at his home 887 Simcoe street north,
Wednesday afternoon, November 23,
in his 86th year. - L
One of the pioneer manufacturers
of Canada, Mr. McLaughlin long en-
{loyad the ‘respect and confidence of
is business associates, and his rep-
utation as a successful business man
is well known throughout the Dom-
inion, N s
He was born near Springville, Cavan
Dutham County, on November 16th,
1836, moving with his father to Ty-
rone in 1841, a

His liking for mechanical pursuits
found early dovelogment. As g lad
in his teens, after his day’s work on
his father’s farm was done, he em-
ployed his spare moments in making
whiffle-trees, neck-yokes and whi
stocks. which he sold to the neigh-
bors.  But life on the farm never
appealed to him, and in 1867 he set
up business in Enniskillen, as a manu-
facturer of vehicles. The original
staff consisted of one journeyman
carriage builder, one blacksmith and
one apprentice. He, himself, was de-
signer, painter and manager. From
this small beginning was developed
the Dominion -wide business of the
McLaughlin Carriage Company which
in turn was the predecessor of the
vast Corporation now.known as Gen-
reral Motors of Canada, Limited,
which, including the Walkerville div-
ision ,in normal times gives employ-
ment to thirty-five hundred citizens.
In 1877 he moved to Oshawa
where new buildings were erected and
considerable additions made to the
staff

During the eighties his two sons,
R. 8, and G. W., joined the business,
and in 1893 the McLaughlin Carriage
Company was organized and ‘'the
buildings. enlarged.

Mr, McLaughlin was always part-
icular\ th goods bearing his name
|should of the highest quality only
jand exactly as represented, and about
this time the firm adopted as their
trade slogan “One Grade Only, and
That the Best.” Working under
these principles success was rapid and
permanent.

In 1899 their entire factory was
consumed by fire, but before the
ashes were cold it was decided to
build a new and larger establish.
ment. In the meantime a valuable
chain of selling agencies had been
established and in order to retain this
organization intact, Mr. McLaughlin
leased an empty factory in Ganano-
que where McLaughlin vehicles were
built during the time of the erection
of the new industry in Oshawa.

In about the year 1905 consider-
able national interest was awakened
in.connection with the new method
of locomotion, namely, the motor
car and the younger members of the
staff were very anxious to try their
luck in the new field. Mr. McLaugh-
lin, senior, was not so sanguine about
the permanency of the automobile
in those early days, but after consid-
ering the matter for over a year, fin-
ally consented to try the venture, and
in 1907 the McLaughlin Motor Car
Company was formed with R, S. Mec-
Laughlin as President, G. W. Mec-
Laughlin as Vice-President, and O.
Hezzelwood Secretary-Treasurer, Mr.
Robert McLaughlin retaining the
Presidency of the Carriage Company.

| Success also followed the new ven-
ture 'and the McLaughlin motor car
became so popular that in 1915, fore-
| seeing practically the end of the hor-
'se-drawn vehicle, the carriage buai-
"ness was sold in its entirety to Car-
at Brock-

riage Factories Limited,
ville,

That portion of the plant thus
made vacant was equipped for the
iproduction of motor cars, and it was
in this vear that the Company added
the Chevrolet line. As an illustra-
tion of the vigor and rapidity of the
action which followed his every de-
‘cision when nmde, 'it may be stated
‘that it was in October 1915, that
the conclusion was reached to sell
the carriage plant, and on the 30th
day of November, or in less than
six weeks. the last ‘carlr?avd of car-

\Oshawa’s grand. old man, passed away|
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his thetic interest and he was
a 3'&53. contributor! to its funds.

uite recently, it will bé. remem.|

bered, that when the campaign was
begun for funds to restore the
structure destroyed by fire, his home

stration in its interests, when lead-
ing men of Toronto and Central On-
tario District took part in the cere-

jes and i were formed
to carry on the campaign.

During his long residence in Osh-]|
awa, Mr, McLaughlin occupied posi-|:

tions at the Council Board, and serv-

ed & term as Mayor, and was-the

first Chairman of the Board of Water

Commissioners, He was a Director

of the Western Bank up to the date

téhatkit was merged in to the Standard
an,

He is survived by his widow, two
sons, George W. and 'R. 8, two
daughters, Mrs, J. P. Owens and Mrs.
J, McCulloch, Toronto, sixteen frand
children and two great-grandchildren,
one brother, Mr. John McLaughlin,
Bowmanville, and one sister. His
eldest son,
Laughlin,  Limited, Sherbourne
Street, Toronto, predeceased him ten
years ago. :

As an amateur painter in oils and
water-colors he showed much ability,
and though it was as a past-time,
during the latér years of his life he
devoted much attention ‘of which he
was very fond.

A’ particularly sad feature of. the
veteran manufacturer’s death is that
his son, Mr. R. 8. McLaughlin, Presi-
dent of the General Motors of Can-
ada, was on his way home from Eng-
land. It was hoped he would ar-
rive before his father’s death, but
he did not reach New York in time.

Oshawa's sorrow is a genuine sor-
row; we have lost a good citizen,
kind, tender-hearted and true to
every trust reposed in him.

YOUNG LADIES' BIBLE CLASS

Spend Jolly Social Evening at Mrs,
W. F. Dale's.

A merry social time was enjoyed
by the members of the Y. L. B. C.,
of the Methodist Sunday School on
Thursday evening at the home of
Mrs. W. F. Dale, King-st. Over
seventy members were present and
enjoyed to the full the program of
amusements furnished by the unmar-
ried ‘ladies while they enjoyed the
excellent lunch so generously provid-
ed by the married members. Mr.
and Mrs. Dale were most thoughtful
and generous in providing for the
comfort and pleasure of their guests,
which was acknowledged in a hearty
vote of thanks moved by Miss Addie
Cawker, President, and seconded by
Miss Edith Bennett and heartily en-
dorsed by every member present.
This is not the first time the members
of Miss Hayecraft's Bible Class have
been privileged to enjoy a good time
at this hospitable home and they

y appreciate the kindness shown
them on this and former occasions.

Tanlac is manufactured in one of
the largest and most modernly equip-
ed Mboratories in this country.
ury & Lovell,

What Better
Gift For Her ?

SINGER SEWING
MACHINE

Sold on easy terms.
Let’s talk it over.
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. ‘The Muskoka Sanitarium!received |

was the headquarters for & demon-|
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